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Pato

Pato is the national sport of Argentina. It’s a game played on horseback. It’s a combination
of ideas from polo and basketball. The game can be traced back to the 17t century. Pato

means “duck” in Spanish. In the beginning, a live duck was used inside a basket instead of
a ball. The playing field would often go between neighboring ranches. The first team to o
reach its own ranch house with the duck was the winner.

In modern pato, two four-member teams ride on

horses. They try to get a ball which is called a “pato”.

A pato has six handles, so that the player can easily
catch it. They score by throwing the pato through a
ring that is vertical. It is on a 240 cm high pole. A
closed net, going up for 140 cm, holds the ball after
goals are scored. The winner is the team with most
goals scored after the time is up.

The player that has control of the pato must ride with his right arm outstretched. He
offers the pato so rival players have a chance of tugging the pato and stealing it. During
the tug itself, both players must stand on the stirrups and not sit on the saddle. The hand
not tugging must hold the reins. The tug is usually the most exciting part of the game.
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